CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 21st MARCH 2002. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



Jim Gale 
:   Vice Chairman

W Shaw 



David Brown




Jonathan Sykes 




Amanda Holroyd



David Clark  :  Parish Clerk

Cllr P Veasey KDC and Cllr D Lay WCC attended.

ITEM 1 : APOLOGIES

1.1
Police Sgt Oatway sent his apologies (Although not required to attend)

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
J Sykes re-declared his interest in Item 6. 

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
The minutes of the meeting on 21st February 2002 were approved subject to inclusion of W Shaw as 'present'.  Proposed by J Sykes, seconded by J Gale.

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING  
4.1
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT.  The Chair confirmed that he had communicated the Council's appreciation of the new facilities arranged by the KGPF Cttee to their Chair. 
4.2
ROAD MAINTENANCE  The Clerk gave an update on matters in hand with the Lengthsmen supervisor.  The re-errection of the 30mph sign in Forest Lane was noted.

ITEM 5  :  NEW MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT

5.1
The Clerk sought and received confirmation that the Statutory Instruments (3576 and 3941) had completed circulation. Also that all Members had received the guidance provide by the KDC Monitoring Officer - provided in support of the Agenda.   He then advised that there was no bar to the Council addressing the three proposals on the Agenda.

Matters relating to the Register of Interests were discussed: the Clerk sought to clarify but indicated that any formal advice required should be sought from the Monitoring Officer.

5.2
The proposal to adopt Model Code of Conduct with effect from 1 May 2002 was then carried unanimously.

5.3
The proposal to sign the new Declarations of Acceptance of Office was carried unanimously.  However, it was also unanimously decided that they should be signed with effect from 1 May 2002: there being no valid reason to delay the action.  The declarations were then signed and were witnessed by the Clerk as the proper officer of the Council.

5.4
The proposal that Members should register their interests by 29 May 2002 was carried unanimously.   It was agreed that each member would complete the Register of Interests in the form provide by the KDC Monitoring Officer and send this direct to that officer as soon as possible within the deadline they had formally accepted.

ITEM  6:  CLAIM TO UPGRADE OF BRIDLEWAY 3 TO BY-WAY OPEN TO ALL TRAFFIC
6.1
The Chair read a letter from Michael Ancram MP advising of continuing supportive action.  He then advised that 49 members of the Parish had written expressing their objections to the proposed opening of the route to recreational vehicle use.  All members recorded their appreciation of this support.

6.2
The Chair then noted the following statement by P Gerrard of WCC : the letter had been faxed in hand-written form to meet the deadline of the meeting and copied to Members in advance :-

"With reference our recent telephone conversations I write to confirm that the proposal to consider and investigate the possible reclassification of the above routes has been suspended on the grounds that I do not consider it to be in the public interest,  that there are highway safety issues and community safety concerns. 

This is a temporary measure until such time as Wiltshire County Council as Highway Authority have a comprehensive and proven effective management plan for By-ways. I anticipate it will be 12 to 18 months at least until I will be in a position to review this case. I am carrying out a fundamental review of the management of rights of way in general and the question of reclassification of routes is just one element of the review."

6.2
The Chair noted that action was simply suspended, the Claim would still have to be determined.  He therefore proposed that a letter should be sent to WCC setting out the Council's formal position on the subject and recording lessons to be learnt from the unsatisfactory staffing of the matter by WCC this first time around.  He then directed the Clerk to read the draft which he had prepared.

6.3
It was agreed that the draft was suitable and would provide a clear starting point for future action.  It was also agreed that the 46 letters received from Parishioners should accompany the letter when it was sent to WCC.  (Afternote : the letter was subsequently signed by the Chair and posted on 25 March 2002 - the parishioners letters accompanied that sent to the principal addressee - the Chair of the Regulatory Committee of WCC)
6.4
Cllr D Lay (WCC) asked to address the meeting and suggested that, given the importance of the wider issues associated with this matter, the letter should be copied to the Leader of the WCC Cabinet.  Also that it would be prudent to continue to press for the alleged historical evidence in support of the Claim. Both points were accepted.

6.5
It was noted that a response had not been received to the letter sent by the Clerk on 12 February to P Gerrard WCC seeking advice on the placing of restrictions on access to rights of way e.g. TRO's.   The Clerk was directed to chase action firmly on behalf of the Council  since Members wished to review action in this area.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 7 :  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS FOR FY 2000/01
7.1
The satisfactory Audit Opinion and Memo of Matters Arising , circulated with the Agenda, were noted and accepted by all.  Proposed by W Withall, seconded by D Brown.

ITEM 8 : BUDGET STATEMENT
8.1
The statement provided with the Agenda was accepted and the associated need to commit approximately £50 of contingency reserve to meet outstanding liabilities was agreed.  Proposed by  A Holroyd, seconded by W Withall.  J Gale noted that, as a proportion of spend, the forecast outcome was very reasonable.

ITEM 9:  EXPENDITURE

9.1
J Gale referred to the Claim by the Clerk for refund of expenses.  Although not required to audit these per se he had carried out a spot check of the records supporting the claim and was satisfied that they were reasonable and accurate.  The payments proposed on the agenda were then authorised.  Proposed by W Withall, seconded by J Gale.

ITEM 10  :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
9.1
PARISH MEETING  The Chair reminded all of the meeting - to be held on the 4th April - and indicated the efforts to be made to cover all possible interests.

9.2
DEVIZES/ROUNDWAY BOUNDARY REVIEW  The Clerk read out the response received from KDC. It was noted that our comments would be taken into account.

9.3
FLAGPOLE/ FLAG INSURANCE   The Clerk had established a value, including installation/erection, of  £1270 and a quotation from Cornhill of £12.66. Action was agreed to await outcome of revised CPCC insurance arrangements - possibly already covered.

9.4
KDC ORGANISATION   Cllr P Veasey KDC, asked to address the meeting and gave a brief outline of changes in the organisational structure of KDC.

9.5
GRANTS IN AID OF PLAY AREAS   D Brown drew attention to the possible availability of funds for play areas  and suggested that efforts should be made to identify any way in which the Parish could take advantage. It was agreed to take this forward.
9.6
FOOTPATH OBSTRUCTION  D Merritt drew attention to difficulty negotiating a part of the footpath which ends (in the South) at the Cross Keys Pub. J Sykes undertook to investigate.

9.7
REPLACEMENT OF PIKES COACH SERVICE  The Clark read a letter from WCC regarding a proposal to introduce a 'Wigglybus' type of service to the Chute Villages.  Provision of a volunteer to attend the consultative meeting at very short notice had been a problem but Virginia Chambers (with her LINK experience) had volunteered to attend and had reported favourably on the scheme. Publication of form of final scheme now awaited.

9.8
DAMAGE CAUSED BY BEWLEY HOMES PLC  The Clerk drew attention to the increasing amount of damage caused by vehicles supporting the development at Green Farm Cottages site.  He reported that after the latest damage to the Village Green he had escalated the matter to the Contract Manager and had now received a letter of apology which also embodied an assurance that damage would be minimised and any caused would be rectified - it was not proposed to begin however until the current building phase was completed. The letter was read in full to the Council and noted as acceptable.

9.9
PLANNING  The Clerk advised of (late) receipt of approval by KDC of work proposed to trees at 'The Old Vicarage' and 'Hatchetts'.  

9.10
The Chair reminded all present that the next meeting was scheduled for 9 May 2002 and, there being no further business, closed the Meeting.
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